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Indian Lake High School seniors Silas Davis and Brandon Henderson construct their robot during the Robotics 
Club which is now part of the Ohio Means Jobs @ILHS 21st Century Grant. Keaton Sheppeard and Nate 
Warniment work on programming the robot on the computer in the background. Learn more on page 3. 
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Dear Indian Lake Community,
I am pleased to say that the 
beginning of this school year has       
been one of the finest starts I  have 
experienced in my more than 25 
years in education. Our teachers and 
staff are concentrating on areas of 
improvement and innovation. Our 
students are focused on learning 

and school spirit. Great things are happening at Indian 
Lake!
I want to share with you two items concerning 
education locally and statewide.  First, I have been 
helping to spearhead the Logan County Collaborative 
(LCC) for the past year.  This collaborative is a group of 
local business, industry, government, and 
education leaders who are all working together to 
address problems and create opportunities in Logan 
County. As Chairperson of the LCC, my goal is to 
ensure that students being educated in Logan County 
are aware of the excellent career possibilities for them 
right here. There are so many job opportunities locally 
of which many people are not aware. The Collaborative 
will help students and families recognize these 
possibilities and hopefully, keep our young people from 
leaving our area. 
Additionally, the Ohio Department of Education 
recently wrapped up regional meetings regarding 
ESSA, the federal Every Student Succeeds Act. Under 
the new ESSA, Ohio is creating a plan for how local and 
federal programs align to help all students be 
successful. The new plan will include guidance on 
learning standards, state tests and accountability 
systems, as well as ensuring equitable access to high 
quality education.  As such, this school year will be a 
transition period with full implementation of new state 
plans effective in the 2017-2018 school year. It’s not clear 
at this time, what specific changes ESSA may bring.  I 
will be vigilant in keeping our students, parents and 
community updated on the latest in state expectations 
and how those impact our district. I am confident the 
district staff and students will rise to meet the level of 
expectation that ESSA brings. 

Yours In Education,     
-Patrick O’Donnell, Superintendent of Schools   

“Buddy Bench” A Sweet Seat At ILES
There is a special new spot where Indian Lake Elementary 
students can sit at recess if they are feeling lonely or bored. 
The ILES PTO recently sponsored a “Buddy Bench” on the 
playground, thanks to a generous donation from Lowes of 
Bellefontaine. PTO President Bev Brielmaier explains, “A 
Buddy Bench is a seat where a student can go if he or she 
is feeling left out. Other students will see that person at the 
bench and ask them if they would like to talk or play. “
Experts say that including kids who are alone at recess or 
lunch could help combat bullying. ILES Co-Principal Jeff 
Reprogle says this idea is an outside extension of another 
very successful positive behavior program at the school.  
“The Buddy Bench is a welcome addition to our 
playground and goes hand-in-hand with keeping our 
students in the Laker Zone.”
Below: (left to right) Second graders Jayden Skaggs, Quinn Imm 
and Lucy Buscher try out the newly installed “Buddy Bench.” 

Congressman Jordan Visits ILES
Indian Lake Elementary School Co-Principals Molly Hall 
and Jeff Reprogle led 4th District Congressman Jim Jordan 
on a brief tour of Indian Lake Elementary School recently. 
The congressman was in the building to visit with our 
littlest learners at the new Indian Lake Head Start 
classroom, housed in the ILES kindergarten pod. 
Congressman Jordan, who was a teacher before becoming 
a politician, talked with several students and teachers in 
the building.
Congressman Jordan was accompanied by several Head 
Start representatives. The Head Start program is federally 
funded at no cost to Indian Lake Schools. Congress will 
consider future funding for Head Start programs 
nationwide during sessions at the end of this year.
Right: ILES Co-Principal Molly Hall walks 4th District 
Congressman Jim Jordan (R) through the 1st/2nd grade pod at 
ILES. 



Above: ILMS Co-Principal Missy Mefford helps Kylan Arnette 
and Gage Cutlip-Pash practice logging into the Ohio Writing 
Pilot. 
 

ILMS Students Participate in Writing Pilot
In October, Indian Lake Middle School students in grades 
5th through 8th took part in the Ohio Department of 
Education’s English Language Arts Writing Pilot. The 
pilot’s purpose was to determine the feasibility of test 
questions intended for future use on Ohio’s State Tests 
through actual field testing. ILMS students took the one-
hour practice exam online answering questions from the 
test of the previous year’s enrolled grade.
Participation in the pilot program was voluntary for 
schools, but ILMS Co-Principal Missy Mefford says, 
“Overall it offered good practice for us.” 
Recent state assessments indicate some ILMS students 
could benefit from additional writing practice. Indian 
Lake Schools will not recieve feedback or grades from the 
writing pilot on student performance. 9th and 10th 
graders also participated in the writing pilot at ILHS. 
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Ohio Means Jobs @ILHS Year 2  

Indian Lake High School’s 21st Century Grant, known as 
Ohio Means Jobs @ILHS, is kicking off its 
second year with a variety of exciting new programs.
Students who are enrolled in Robotics Class with Ryan 
Stanford during the day can be a part of the Robotics Club 
after school. The students are using VEX Robotics 
equipment, which Stanford says is closer to the robots 
used in industrial applications than other robots available 
for classroom use.  (See front cover)
Senior Keaton Sheppeard hopes to become an electro-
mechanical engineer. He appreciates being part of this 
inaugural Robotics Class and Club. He says, “Because we 
are the first group, it’s all very experimental. We are 
learning a lot.” The Robotics Club will take part in 
competitions in November, December and February. 
Another new 
component of the 
Ohio Means Jobs 
@ILHS includes an 
after-school 
Carpentry and 
Welding Club 
led by Industrial Arts 
Instructor David 
Snapp.  Here, students can learn more advanced welding 
techniques, in addition to what is taught during school. 
However, students who want to join the club are not 
required to take Welding during school hours.  
Ohio Means Jobs @ILHS also offers a physical activity 
component, known as 
“Commit to Be Fit. “
Students are 
transported to the 
Hilliker YMCA for 
after-school 
physical fitness 
training and 
activities, while 
athletic teams use the 
gyms at school for practices.
Other programs offered through the Ohio Means Jobs 
@ILHS 21st Century Grant this school year include: 
Science Club, Credit Recovery, ACT Prep, Art Club, Study 
Table and Tutoring in Math and or Reading .
Above: (top picture) Industrial Arts Instructor David Snapp 
works with Welding students. 
(bottom picture) ILHS students take part in a kick-ball game at 
the Hilliker YMCA in Bellefontaine as part of the Commit to Be 
Fit program.
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You’re Invited!
The Board of Education of Indian 
Lake Local Schools meets the third 
Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Board Room. You are invited to 

attend these meetings. 

Board of Education
Mark Albright  ....................... President

Steve Spath .....................Vice President
Kim Boswell ............................. Member
Chad Ross ................................. Member
Gabe Wickline .......................... Member

Feedback is Welcome
We welcome our readers’ letters,   
comments and critique. Write to us at 
Editor, Laker Lore, Indian Lake Local 
Schools, 6210 State Route 235 North, 
Lewistown, OH 43333, or call us at 
(937)686-8601. 

Our Phone/Fax Numbers
ILES  ................................. (937)686-7323

ILMS ................................. (937)686-8833

ILHS ................................. (937)686-8851

Administration ............... (937)686-8601

Fax .................................... (937)686-8421

Find Us Online at...        Like Us on      Follow us on
   www.ils-k12.org         at Indian Lake Schools             @IL_Lakers

All School Calendar
Nov. 23-25th......Thanksgiving Break 

(No School)
Dec. 7th.........................2-Hour Delay                 
                             (Teacher In-Service)
Dec 19-Jan 2nd........Christmas Break  
                                          (No School)
Jan 9th.................End of 2nd Quarter
Jan 13th................Teacher In-Service
                    (No School for Students)
Jan 16th..Martin Luther King Jr. Day

(No School for Students)
Feb. 20th....................Presidents’ Day 

(No School for Students)

 
Above: Indian Lake Head Football Coach Dave Coburn speaks to players, cheerleaders, 
students and fans after the team’s win over Benjamin Logan.

Lakers Make History with a 10-0 Season!
 

The Indian Lake Varsity Football team fought their way to the school’s first ever 

10-win season. With their victory over Benjamin Logan, the team won 
back-to-back CBC Mad River Division Titles and secured a spot in the state 
playoffs for a second consecutive year. In addition to the team successes, 
Quarterback Alex Jacobs was named CBC Mad River Division Offensive Player of 
the Year and linebacker Brandon Henderson was named CBC Mad River Division 
Defensive Player of the Year.  Cole Mefford, Connor Dixon, Collin Coburn, Tyler 
Reprogle, Andrew Hulbert, Parker Grothaus, Steven Polley, Jacob Brunson and 
Kale Shoffner all made CBC First Team. Tyler Huffer, Preston Wright, and Nathan 
Reichert were Second Team selections. 
Several other fall athletes enjoyed successful seasons. Mens Soccer seniors Derek 
Allison and Mitch Schwieterman were named 1st Team All Conference. Senior 
Dalton Faler and Junior Nikolas Vance were named Second Team. Senior Kati 
Bowsher was voted to the Womens Soccer CBC First Team. Junior Jade Lewis made 
Second Team. Cross Country Senior Kelson Stidam ran her way to a CBC First 
Team Selection as well. Senior Volleyball player Sammi Miller made Second Team. 
Several other athletes were honored with Special Mention status from the league 
and awards for Sportsmanship.


